
All I'm Asking, by J. Marie Rundquist

All I’m Asking explores complicated relationships, intersectionality, and
the challenges of connection (and disconnection) in a digital world. With

deft humor and a daring epistolary structure (executed with ease!), J.
Marie Rundquist delivers a debut novel that will both entertain and spark

thoughtful conversation. A true pleasure to read.

~ USA Today bestselling author Jennifer Klepper

Brilliantly told through a series of emails and texts, Rundquist brings to
life the shortcomings of humanity in a manner so breathtakingly fresh

you will be hard-pressed not to read the book in one sitting. Bravo! 

Barbara Conrey, USA Today Bestselling Author of Nowhere Near Goodbye
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About the Book:
Teacher and single mom Naomi is always biting off more than she can
chew. Naomi knows what it’s like to grow up in hard times and still
manage a decent education, so when it comes to her online, at-promise
(not “at-risk,” thank you very much) high school students, she goes the
extra mile. 

At the rate she’s going, though, she’ll need the mouth of a hippo to have a
shot of chewing it all.

Except, her students aren’t the only ones who need her. Naomi’s best
friend discovers her wife has a mysterious disease doctors can’t figure
out how to diagnose, her daughter struggles with debilitating social
anxiety, and her mother calls her repeatedly. From jail. When one of
Naomi’s students shows up at her door, pregnant and homeless, Naomi
can’t help but take her in. But Naomi’s hyper-involvement in her
students’ lives results in her alienating the people she loves most. 

Wondering how she’d gotten everything wrong, Naomi joins an online
book club made up of sugar-addicted candy lovers. Her newfound friends
help her to see her life through a different lens. With the members’
support, Naomi pieces her life back together, owns her mistakes, and
discovers how true family wants everything you are instead of
everything you’re not.

Narrated in a series of emails, texts, discussion forums, and other forms
of communication, ALL I'M ASKING delves into the bonds of friendship
and family, what can test it, and how we find our way back to strengthen
those ties.
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As Though You Were Mine, by J. Marie Rundquist

“A wonderful story about overcoming self-doubt and
relearning family in the wake of tragedy. I adored the

characters. Add a cast of unexpected secondary characters,
and this is an uplifting page-turner … with a surprising twist.” 
~Barbara Claypole White, bestselling author of THE PERFECT

SON and THE PROMISE BETWEEN US

“This is a story about giving oneself grace and space to grow
when life throws you unexpected curve balls in the bodies of
two little humans. Rundquist gives us a tale of hope,regret,

growth, love and forgiveness. I kept turning the page to get to
a satisfying ending. A heartwarming tale!”

~Micki Berthelot Morency, author of THE ISLAND SISTERS
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About the Book:
As Though You Were Mine is a touching story about siblings,
children, love, loss, and what it means to be a family.

Julie Mercer donated her eggs to help her brother and sister-in-
law conceive via in-vitro fertilization, never expecting a few
years later, she would have to take full responsibility for those
children after they lose their parents in a car accident.

Julie never wanted kids of her own and now she suddenly needs to
make room in her small apartment for four-year-old twins who
present additional challenges as they work through their grief and
trauma. With Lucy throwing intense tantrums and Mikey not
talking at all, Julie doubts her ability to raise her niece and nephew
as her own.

When Grant, the twins’ uncle – and also their biological father –
shows up at her door, he says he wants to help, but is he sincere? Or
does he have a hidden agenda to fight for custody? With her family
also questioning her role as guardian and her job on the line in the
face of an inflexible boss as she deals with the sudden life changes,
Julie must determine if her brother and sister-in-law really did
make the best decision by entrusting their kids to her.
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When a child gets seriously injured on a school field trip,
Lizzie loses not only her job and apartment, but most of her
friends. She has a choice: face the consequences or hide. She
chooses refuge with her brother, Justin. Except
consequences can’t be avoided forever, and the incident at
work causes Lizzie’s past to bubble up and uncover a long-
buried truth about the accident that claimed the lives of their
mother and sister twenty-five years ago.

Justin is happy to offer Lizzie a fresh start by having her
move in with him. But as Lizzie cobbles together a new life
forward, Justin’s starts to fall apart. Turbulence hits him at
work when already challenging colleagues–who have never
understood his autistic traits–become adversarial after his
recent promotion, his best friend disappears for days at a
time, and unwanted, long repressed memories begin to
resurface.

As Lizzie and Justin’s lives collide, they must face a deeply
held secret and a hidden promise. Both will open questions
of loyalty, forgiveness, and what it means to be family.

This Isn’t Everything You Are by J. Marie Rundquist

“The book is beautifully written and held my attention from
the very beginning. For those who enjoy a contemporary

family saga, this is a must read.”
~D.W. Hogan author of Unbroken Bonds and contributing

author in Feisty Deeds anthology

“An uplifting book with characters you’ll care about deeply.
Highly recommend”

~Kathryn Dodson, author of the Jessica Watts series and
Five Tries to Get It Right
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J Marie Rundquist created characters that are both
relatable and compelling. It tackles many serious topics with

sensitivity.
~Laurel Osterkamp author of The Side Project


